Congenital leukemia cutis with subsequent development of leukemia.
We describe a newborn infant who was born with a purpuric rash and subcutaneous nodules. Skin biopsies demonstrated acute myeloid leukemia. Cytogenetic studies revealed an 11q23 rearrangement. Initial bone marrow and cerebrospinal fluid examination did not demonstrate medullary or meningeal disease. Chemotherapy was initiated on the basis of the abnormal cytogenetic findings in the skin biopsy. Intensive chemotherapy was, given but the infant's leukemia progressed. The patient died of refractory leukemia and secondary fungal disease. This case report supports the observation that leukemia cutis with an 11q23 rearrangement should be treated aggressively.